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LIVE EXPORT — MOSS REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.03 am]: 
Yesterday, the federal government released the “Review of the Regulatory Capability and Culture of the 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources in the Regulation of Live Animal Exports” report by Philip Moss, AM, 
better known as the Moss review. The Moss review found deficiencies in the capability and culture of the federal 
regulator, including — 

… that the department had rarely used its significant regulatory powers (show cause, suspend or cancel 
an export licence) and that it took whistleblower action to prompt a regulatory response of that order. 

And that the department — 
… failed to address issues within the regulatory framework leading to continuing incidents. The department 
has not been effective in the use of its available regulatory powers to ensure compliance with ASEL. 

And — 
RVOs have stated that if they place too much emphasis on the flaws or risks of current inspection process 
they may be reprimanded by the department. 

It attributed some of these issues to the impact of the federal government’s deregulation agenda, including the 
decision to disband the department’s animal welfare branch and discontinue the Australian animal welfare strategy 
in late 2013. Those who presided over the policy decisions that led to such failures in the regulatory system must 
take responsibility for the long-term impact on the trade. As I have said to the farming community, a minister who 
sweeps animal welfare issues under the carpet is no friend of agriculture. 
These findings vindicate the state government’s decision in February this year to use Western Australian animal 
welfare laws to bring rogue live export operators to account, given the inactivity of the federal regulator. The 
review has recommended an independent inspector general of live animal exports; an animal welfare branch be 
reinstated within the federal department; more regular review of standards for livestock export, and the prescription 
of standards in regulation; and clarification of interactions between federal and state laws. The WA government 
welcomes the federal government’s decision to accept all recommendations of the report. The independent 
inspector general of live animal exports will be critical to re-establishing public confidence in the trade, given the 
comprehensive loss of public confidence in the public regulator. 
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